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Daniel Chapter 3 - Worship of the Image Refused 


8 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and accused the Jews. ? They spoke 
and said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 7° You, O king, have made a decree that 
everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all 
kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the gold image; tt and whoever does not fall down 
and worship shall be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 77 There are certain Jews 
whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
Nego; these men, O king, have not paid due regard to you. They do not serve your gods or 
worship the gold image which you have set up.” 


13 Then Nebuchadnezzar, in rage and fury, gave the command to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-Nego. So they brought these men before the king. ** Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying to 
them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, that you do not serve my gods or worship 
the gold image which I have set up? ?° Now if you are ready at the time you hear the sound of 
the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, and you fall down 
and worship the image which | have made, good! But if you do not worship, you shall be cast 
immediately into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you 
from my hands?” 


16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we 
have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able 
to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. 7° But 
if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the 
gold image which you have set up.” (Daniel 3:8-18 NKJV) 


This morning we will each have an opportunity to examine ourselves and to determine whether 
we have a pure faith in God. What I'm talking about is whether our love of God depends on the 
circumstances we find happening in our lives or whether our faith is a stand fast, come-what- 
will kind of faith. Is our love pure? Is it Holy? We will be looking at that kind of faith as 
exhibited in our three friends: Hannaniah, Azariah, and Mishael. (Otherwise known as 
Shadrach, Mishach, and Abednego) 


Perhaps some of you may be visitors this morning, so | will give a quick summary of where we 
are in our study of the Book of Daniel. Remember, the Book of Daniel gives us a great example 
of how we as believers can live in, and prosper in a culture that is hostile to our own. 


1) Around 650 BC there was a king in Judah named Josiah. The Bible tells us that he was good 

in every way, and he departed from the wickedness of his ancestors and he led the children of 
Israel into a time of great spiritual revival. The prophet Jeremiah was there to lend spiritual 
support to Josiah. You might think of it as a great revival that they participated in together. It 
just so happened that there was also a very young man named Daniel who was in Judah at the 
time. He watched on as the good King Josiah and Jeremiah led the people of Israel back to the 
faith of their fathers. Daniel watched on as Josiah and Jeremiah taught the Hebrew people 
once again to trust in and worship the only God, YHWH. But God has no grandchildren and 
what came next would devastate Judah and change the Jewish people forever. Josiah’s son was 
a disaster, wicked in every way. 


2) So Josiah had this horrible son, Jehoiakim. He did every conceivable wickedness in the eyes 
of the Lord. When the prophet sent words of warning to him to repent, the scripture tells us 
that instead of repenting, he took out a knife and cut God's words into pieces. And then if that 
were not enough, he threw it into the fire. This Jehoiakim came to power about 600 BC. His sin 
was so wicked that God finally had had enough and sent a tyrant king, Nebuchadnezzar from 
the Land of Babylon to besiege the City of Jerusalem. We gleaned from these scriptures that 3) 
God has no grandchildren, and we learned that a man reaps what he sows. Our sins have 
consequences. 


Nebuchadnezzer captured Jerusalem and he took the choicest young men of Judah into 
captivity. We then studied the text finding that Nebuchadnezzar put the young Hebrew boys 
through a brain-washing school. He taught them the language and the customs of the 
Chaldeans. He tried to change their identity in order to change their allegiance. He renamed 
them gaving them new names, pagan names, Babylonian names instead of the holy Jewish 
names. So Daniel, Hannaniah, Azariah, and Mishael were now called Belteshazzar, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. 


(4) Nebuchadnezzar was determined to make these young men forget WHO they were so that 
eventually they might forget WHOSE they were. They were most likely descendents of King 
David, and they were worshippers of the one and only true God, the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. They were Jewish nobility. Nebuchadnezzar then tried to get them to disobey God's 
Word by violating the dietary laws. They refused to eat the food that was put before them. In 
spite of these hardships God blessed them and He prospered them. | mentioned in my earlier 
sermon that the world still tries to label us with new names. They may call us nut-jobs, religious 
fanatics, obstinate Christians and a host of other pejoratives, but | encouraged each of you to 
always remember that you are a child of the King of heaven. He has a purpose and a plan for 
your life that is at odds with what the world wants to tell you is your purpose. And you belong 
to Him. Don't forget WHO you are or it will be easy to forget WHOSE you are. We then saw that 
5) God gave Nebuchadnezzer a great gift of a dream which revealed the final chapter of that 
age. This fantastic dream showed a time-line of history stretching from the golden head which 
was Babylon up to the feet of clay and iron. Scripture tells us that the final kingdom of human 
history is a kingdom of every tribe and nation. It is a kingdom that is described as being as 
strong as iron, but as brittle as clay. We surmised together that this pretty well describes the 


United States. Our motto of E Pluribus Unum (out of many one) is not being realized. Our 
worship of diversity has succeeded in only dividing us more. We are still as strong as iron, but 
this nation is at a breaking-point that could happen at any moment. We are brittle indeed. 


In this study, | presented the thesis that either the United States or Western Civilization will be 
the last step before the return of Christ to earth. In the text we see the last of these kingdoms 
of the gentiles being destroyed and replaced by a "rock" that will come flying out of heaven to 
strike the very foundations of the kingdoms ushering in the time of the return of Jesus. If you 
don't think we're divided, take a look at the numbers in the election last Tuesday. It is about as 
close to 50/50 statistically as you can get! We are as strong as iron, but as brittle as clay. 


In Chapter 3 which is 15-16 years after Nebuchadnezzar has the dream, he took this gift that 
God had given him, and he set up a statue to himself. He demanded that all people in the 
kingdom bow down to him and worship him. We observed that humans often take the gifts 
that God gives us and we abuse and we misuse them. We talked about using the gifts of sex, 
wine, and bread and we discussed how we distort them into things that God never intended 
them to be. 


In our text today we find envious jealous on-lookers who now use this opportunity to go after 
the Jews. It tells us that "certain Chaldeans brought charges against the Jews." This is a horrific 
pattern which will occur again and again throughout history. We all know about the realities of 
the holocaust in which Adolf Hitler brought about the death of some 6-7 million Jews in death 
camps. This instance we find here in Babylon is the first instance of anti-Semitism. Jews learned 
several things in Babylon. One of these what that to exterminate them from the face of the 
earth. They learned in Babylon that Satan existed and he was and is determined to 
exterminate God’s people from the earth. 


In verses 9-15 the case is laid out to convict the three Jewish young men. Their accusers point 
out that they have refused to serve the Babylonian gods or to worship the statue. Sentencing 
guidelines are read and the sentence is pronounced; for their disobedience they are to be 
burned in a fiery furnace. (verses 13-15) and, (7) The Hebrews refused to worship the image 
upon penalty of death. 


What we are seeing here is an "Even if" kind of faith. Why do I call it an "EVEN IF" kind of faith? 
Well, let's look at the text and see how the Hebrew men answered Nebuchadnezzar. 


16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need 
to give you an answer concerning this matter. 

17 “If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and 
He will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 

18 “But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your 


gods or worship the golden image that you have set up. „2 


They are saying, "Nebuchadnezzer, we do not even need to think about our answer to your 
accusations. We do not even need to think about what we're going to say to you or how we’re 
going to respond. Inshort....... "This conversation is over!" If He wants to do so, our God is 
totally capable of delivering us from the fire you have prepared for us. But King, EVEN IF HE 
DOES NOT we will not serve your gods. We will not bow down to the golden image you have 
set up." 


Church, 8) the time to decide how you will respond to the world is WAY BEFORE the threat of 
a coming fire. The time to get this worked out is NOW. As a teaching within this teaching, we 
might want to think about something else. Are we serving the "gods of Babylon"? In other 
words, are we serving only the value systems of the world? Remember it was Jesus who said, 
"You cannot serve God and mammon." That means you have to have the Lord Jesus as the 
pinnacle of your priorities. In having your mind made up to not serve the gods of Babylon or to 
bow down to them, you will have the spiritual muscles to have an "even if" kind of faith. You 
see holiness is a key to spiritual power. 


So, let me ask you today, "What are you worshipping? " Now I know in this day and age people 
aren't in the habit of worshipping little statues made of wood and stone, but we do worship 
many other things. You know, | can look through my calendar and my check book and they give 
me a pretty good idea of what | am focused on. They show me what has my attention. Yours 
do too! 


Church, looking at all of this a little differently, what kind of faith do you have? Is yours the kind 
of faith that remains faithful only when things in your life are going just the way you want them 
to go? Ask yourself this question: (9) Does my faith depend on conditions and circumstances? 
You know the apostle Paul learned this early on. He said it in a little different way than our text 
does this morning. In the fourth chapter of Paul's letter to the Philippian church he reveals his 
determination to rely on the Lord and to be joyful in every circumstance. He says, "/ have 
learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 | know what it is to be in need, and I know 
what it is to have plenty. | have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, 
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through him 
who gives me strength." (Philippians 4:11-13) 


That my friends is an "even If" kind of faith. (10) It is the kind of faith that says even if I don't 
get my way, | will trust the Lord. Let's stop for a moment and just say to the Lord, 


"Lord. | love you and need you. In fact, Lord you are ALL that | need. Lord, I've learned the 
secret to being content and that secret is knowing you and obeying You. Lord, | know that | can 
get through any and all circumstances because Lord it is you that strengthens me and nothing 
else." 


Let us Pray 
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